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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 13202 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, PGOV, WB, UR 

SUBJECT: AUGUST 13 INCIDENT IN SOUTH CORRIDOR 

REFS: (A) USBERLIN 1639; (B) USBERLIN 1638 

1. EMBASSY AGREES THAT RECURRENCE OF SERIOUS AIR 
INCIDENTS REQUIRES FAIRLY PROMPT ESCALATION OF LEVEL 
OF PROTEST. IN ADDITION TO POSSIBILITIES SUGGESTED 
BY USBER (ALLIED PROTESTS IN MOSCOW OR IN CAPITALS), 
ALLIED BONN GROUP REPS HAD PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED A 
LETTER TO ABRASIMOV FROM CHAIRMAN AMBASSADOR IN BONN 
(FOR AUGUST, THE US) IF RESPONSE TO JULY 25 INCIDENT 
WAS NOT SATISFACTORY. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE PREFER- 
ABLE IN FIRST INSTANCE TO ATTEMPT TO GET AGREEMENT AT 
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CAPITALS. 

2. BRITISH DO NOT YET HAVE REPORTING FROM BERLIN ON 
THE INCIDENT AND AUGUST 15 IS A FRENCH HOLIDAY. WE 
ARE TRYING TO ARRANGE TRIPARTITE MEETING FOR MONDAY, 

AUGUST 18, TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS IN LIGHT OF 
WHATEVER RESPONSES MAY HAVE BEEN FORTHCOMING TO 
INITIAL PROTESTS IN BERLIN. 
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